The Congregation of the Servants of Christ, St. Au-
gustine's House, is an ecumenical Christian com-
munity whose life of discipleship is inspired and
shaped by the Holy Rule of St. Benedict. We iden-
tify with the Lutheran tradition, understood as a
movement within and for the one holy catholic
and apostolic Church of Jesus Christ.

We are committed to the growth of the perma-
nent resident community, to the pursuit of ecu-
menical understanding, and to the provision of re-
treats for members of the Fellowship of St. Augus-
tine and others. We seek to serve the whole
Church by our life of prayer and by the use of our
facilities.
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“For there are eunuchs who have been so from birth, and there are eunuchs
who have been made eunuchs by men, and there are eunuchs who have
made themselves eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. He who
is able to receive this, let him receive it.” (Matthew 19:12, RSV)

This time of year in this part of the world is naturally associated with new
life and growth, as the budding seedlings and sprouts of spring blossom,
grow, and promise to bring forth fruit through the summer and into the fall.
I’'m sure it is for this reason that this time of year has been such a popular
month for weddings, since most budding relationships between women and
men hold this same promise and potential for bearing the fruit of children.
Yet, as many are quick to point out in this time period of concern for pop-
ulation growth, there is much more budding fruit in loving relationships
than just the creation of children. Even when not child bearing, loving inti-
mate relationships also have the ability to bring forth hope, encouragement,
joy, and many more types of positive, desirable, life giving, life promoting,
and life sustaining fruit. This sentiment can even be extended to many more
types of loving relationships than intimate relationships, but it is only the
relationship between the man and the woman that brings forth the precious
fruit of children.

So it is only natural that so many of us desire that specially life producing
relationship of the man and the woman, most faithfully fulfilled in the mar-
riage of the man and the woman before God and the community. It is a
great honor, privilege, and joy to share in the creative love of God through
a man and a woman loving one another and as a result bearing children
through the biological processes that God Himself has established in the
unique ways He has created us male and female. Through this basic foun-
dation of man, woman and child, whole societies are established and given
the stability to sustain and promote life through the myriad processes that
God has established in creation, giving us the history of humankind and
resulting in each person reading this experiencing and enjoying the won-
derful gift of life, including you!

Yet, as stated above, every loving relationship has the potential to promote
life and contribute to the stable foundation of society established first in the
nuclear family. This truth has been exploited lately to justify just about any
type of relationship between persons, regardless of divine righteousness or
unrighteousness, which has led to the creation and promotion of many “al-
ternate” or “alt” lifestyles, justified on the human basis of adult desire and



consent. These lifestyles are characterized by their rejection

of “mainstream notions” of male/female relationships and
nuclear families and, with their broad basis of desire and
consent, just about anything goes in the sphere of “alt” re-
lationships.

However, there is one alternative lifestyle both lived and
promoted by Jesus Himself, that of celibacy. The difficulty
of living a life of celibacy is demonstrated in the passage
above and its context. The
first matter brought to Jesus
in this scene is the difficulty
of marriage. Marriage being
such a basic aspect of every
human society, one would
think that human beings in
general would have it mas-
tered by now, that all the
problems that can arise in a
marriage would have been
addressed and each prob-
lem would have a solution.
That not being the case,
every human society has

also had structures in place for d1vorce whether justifiable

or unjustifiable. Regardless, Jesus declares the obvious: this
was not God’s intention from the beginning. Therefore, di-
vorce and remarriage is tantamount to adultery. Hearing
this, the disciples exclaim that it is better not to marry. Jesus
then strikes them with the comparable and even deeper dif-
ficulty of living chastely in celibacy. Our sinful condition,
our hardness of heart toward God and neighbor, makes ei-
ther way of life difficult.

Our current society’s solution to the difficulty of maintain-
ing fidelity in marriage and chastity in singleness is to allow
space for and justify alternative relationships of just about
any kind. Jesus’ solution to this difficulty is to call us to de-
pend on Him for the wisdom and strength to maintain mar-
riage, and to value celibacy. Yes, value celibacy, which is a
hard sell in the society in which we live, a society that char-
acterizes humans as advanced animals who must embrace
and fully accept and explore their animal nature. Jesus and
His witnesses in scripture call us to the reality of human be-
ings created in the image of God and called to love God and
each other with the love with which He has first loved us,
whether married or single.

This is where the monastery, with its celibate community,
can benefit the individual, the Church, and the whole soci-
ety. The relationships between persons living in Christian

monastic community promote and produce life in unique
ways. The monastery bears witness to the truth that we do
not find our fulfillment and identity in losing ourselves to
other people, but in losing ourselves to God and the life to
which He calls us, a life of finding fulfillment in service to
others rather than in use of others. The monastery bears wit-
ness to the truth that human beings do not have to give in
to all their carnal desires in order to find fulfillment in life
and to discover who they
are. The monastery demon-
strates to society that that it
is not only possible but pref-
erable that single persons
maintain chastity in all of
life so that, as St. Paul ar-
gues in I Corinthians 7, sin-
gle persons can devote their
attention fully to pleasing
Christ rather than having
their attention divided to a
spouse.

Most of all, though, the
monastery is a place where
single people can live chaste fulfilled lives in close, com-
mitted community with others. Parents often hope for their
children to find “that special someone” with whom to make
a commitment to share and produce life. Life in the monas-
tic community can fulfill this hope in ways just as meaning-
ful and even more meaningful than marriage. So, I encour-
age you to think about men you know who would be a good
fit for the monastic life, not because no other option is work-
ing out, but because this man could really thrive in a mo-
nastic setting and, through the commitment of his life to the
community, contribute to the life producing ministry of the
monastery. We appreciate and need your support through
prayer, spending time with us, and your financial gifts, and
we ask you further to prayerfully consider those who could
make their lives here and send them our way.

Thank you for all of your support!
Peace,

+Jeffrey

News & Notes

Saturday, March 26th, was the first anniversary of the death
of Fr. John. He was remembered with a memorial Mass cel-
ebrated in our chapel.



Br. Andy writes from his parents’ home in Korea. He main-
tains a somewhat monastic routine: rising early for prayer,
quiet meditation, and Bible reading, breakfast with his par-
ents, and time for some exercise such as hiking. The time
after lunch is usually occupied with cleaning, cooking,
shopping, doctor visits and other chores and errands

The beginning of Eastertide we welcomed Daniel Patrick
Johnson as a long-term guest. He is the son of a Lutheran
pastor and is here to deepen his faith and consider a monas-
tic vocation before returning to college in the fall. He has
musical gifts which we are utilizing and is also studying or-
gan with our organist Daniel John Susan.

Fr. James K. Serrick, S.J. died May 6th at age of 91. He was
one of several Jesuit priests who assisted Fr. Arthur in the
early years here at St. Augustine’s. Fr. Serrick built the pipe
organ in the old chapel and then rebuilt it to serve in the
new church. May he rest in peace.

The evening of May 25th we were pleased to host a presen-
tation from the Oxford Pregnancy Center, which we have
supported for several years. Darlene Hendrix and Kim
Wolfe described the work of the center in giving women
facing difficult pregnancies sympathetic support and the
possibility to choose life for their child and then providing

ongoing support and assistance after birth.

Br. Richard, Kim oIfe ad Darlene Hendrix

Another “Fifth Sunday at Five” organ recital took place the
last Sunday of May. Daniel John Susan presented a pro-
gram centered around the musical form of the fugue. The
recital concluded with the singing of the hymns “Eternal
Father, Strong to Save” in recognition of the Memorial Day
weekend. Organists interested in playing a recital on our
Wigton organ are invited to contact us.

www.StAugustinesHouse.org
Find us on Facebook.
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The two Daniels: Daniel Johnson and Daniel Susan

The Annual Chapter

The annual meeting of the Chapter took place on May 2nd.
Three new associate members were received: Samuel
Ewalt, Jacob Hanby, and David Johnson. The chapter con-
firmed the Prior’s appointments to the Pastoral Council for
the year: Jeffrey Bischoff, Aubrey Bougher, Lloyd Buss,
Shaun LaDuc, Frank McSherry, and Daniel Susan.

A number of prosed changes to the constitution, which had
earlier been circulated, where read and then approved with
no opposing votes. (The revised constitution is available un-
der the “Documents” heading on the website.)

The prior noted the absence of Br. Andy Chang, who has
completed his novitiate but has delayed making his first
vows until he returns from attending to his parents in Ko-
rea. He also recognized our current resident associate mem-
bers: Frank McSherry, Jeffrey and Cherie Bischoff, and
Sam Ewalt. In addition, there are currently two long-term
guests: Daniel Johnson and Kevin Krueger.

The financial report for last year showed us to be well in the
black with an income of $284,038 outpacing expenses of
$225,805. It is anticipated that the mortgage on Brugger
Hall will be paid by the end of the year, and thus we will,
for the time being, be debt free.

Note was taken of the council’s appointment of a property
committee earlier this year to oversee the maintenance of
our grounds and buildings. A major project now entrusted
to the committee is the much overdue renovation of the
kitchen in the Retreat House. The chapter authorized up to
$100,000 for this.

The date for the annual Fellowship Day was set for Satur-
day October 15th, although the program for the day has not



yet been determined. More information will be provided in
the fall newsletter.

Mortgage Partners

The monthly mortgage payment is $3,074. You may par-
ticipate for any amount from $100 and up. We gratefully
acknowledge the following donors for this quarter: from
James H. McTavish, from Thomas Chittick in memory of
Fr. John, from Benjamin Lazelere III in memory of Fr.
John, from Mark and Diane Knappe, from Barabara
Spirng in memory of her husband Paull E. Spring and of
Fr. John, from Jane Bingham, and from Dr. and Mrs.
Daniel McCallum.

Owed
$63,275
23%

Paid
$236,725
77%

Gifts are gratefully acknowledged in memory of

JOHN R. COCHRAN
JUDY HINRICHS
STEPHEN KLETT

NORMAN E. NETHING
BIRGITTA E. PETERSON
FREDDY SCHUMACHER

PAULL E. SPRING

Give us this day

Pastor David H. Westphal, a member of the Fellowship of
St. Augustine, has written a book entitled Give us this Day:
Living Each Day to the Lord. 7he book was in part inspired
by the monastic hours of prayer as he experienced them
here at St. Augustine’s House. Below are excerpts from the
introduction:

“Give us this day” is the first part of the fourth petition of
the Lord’s Prayer.... When we pray this portion of the
prayer that Jesus taught us, we are not just asking God to
give us what we need for life. We are offering ourselves—
all of ourselves—in trusting obedience to God’s purpose for
us. We are giving up our desire to control our day. We are
instead offering the day to the Lord. “Give us this day” is a
prayer of surrender. It calls us to give up and give in to the
power and will of God, trusting that God who has created

and loves us, will also keep and sustain us. It is a prayer
imploring the Holy Spirit, through the grace and mercy of
God shown through Jesus Christ, to draw us into the very
work of sanctification. It is a call to “be subject to the Lord
in all things”, believing that subjection is the very means to
freedom and the fullness of life God offers.

“Give us this day” is a prayer in which we turn to God,
trusting that no matter what happens this day, whether
“good or bad” (according to our reckoning), it is indeed the
work and will of God for our benefit, for the betterment of
others, and for the sanctification of the whole world. While
we may not understand, comprehend or “enjoy” the day,
we continue to believe that it remains God’s gift to us and
to the world....

“This is the day that the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and
be glad in it.” The words of the psalmist remind us that,
whether we like it or not, whether we appreciate it or not,
today is the day of the Lord. God has made this day, given
it to us, and calls us to live it fully to the Lord. To do so, we
must abandon our desire to hold onto the day and make it
ours. We must give up our need for control and authority
over the day. Instead, we are called to make this day the
Lord’s day, giving it over fully to the One who created it.
We are called to submit ourselves to the will and way of the
Lord, giving thanks for all the blessing of this day and cele-
brating our presence in it.




